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‘Congratulations!
You want to be an

Inventor!

The words that follow will certainly help you. It’s obvious that you are curious;
that you keep an open mind and that you're willing to
explore new ideas and solutions,or you wouldn’t be here!
Your journey may seem daunting, but remember, every great inventor
or innovator before you started out as a beginner.

Don't be afraid to take risks and make mistakes. Don't be afraid to ask for help.
Stay focused, stay motivated and stay passionate about your vision and goals... the road ahead will
be challenging, but it is also full of opportunities to learn and grow.

Become a member of the Institute of Inventors and Innovators! (OR IAN)
Network! Learn from the expertise of others. Gain valuable insights.

Good luck to you, the path you have chosen is fascinating!
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Do you have.__what it takes to_ be an Invent_or?

=) TAKE STOCK llF YUUHﬁESOilHGE&QELﬂ?E“THE GAPS
An inventor develops new or unique prqducts ‘and
processes. Thﬂr mve‘n}lons often aim to |mp=rov;e the

lives of consumers or solve specific ehaljenges '
SELF: Who are you”’ Do you know your strengths and
weaknesses? Are you self- disciplined? Do you have a
positive mind-set? Reliable? Proactive? ‘Are you
q basically a creative person? TIME: How much time do
| you have to dedicate to your myentmn journey? You
need to be committed and set aside enough time
consistently. MONEY: How much spare money do you
1 have to spend on bringing your idea to market? It does
cost money, a little or a lot, but it will cost money.
§ OFFICE: Do you have a place to work from? A garage, a
workshop, a desk, the kitchen table? Access to the
INTERNET and DATA: this is crucial and without it your

inventing efforts will be nigh impossible.

- HAVE A PLAN, STICK TO IT. DON'T SCATTER YOUR ENERGIES OR ASSETS

It's easy to reduce anything to a step-by-step plan - but
within each of those steps lies a myriad of different and

possible mini-steps and thoughts, tasks, chores or
| actions which you need to take. Your plan will help you
choose what to do next for your product. Stick to your
plan but be flexible. Be ready to change, to adapt or
even to pivot. Keep an Inventor’s journal. Find a way to
make precise notes, document everything and update
| actions daily. Choose your industry or your speciality
| area, become an expert in your subject. Use social media
smartly, have a positive LinkedIn profile - inventing is
hard work and it takes discipline and perseverance. It’s a
lot of fun too ... and the feeling when you license or sell
your first product just can’t be matched!
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=) WHAT PROBLEM ARE YOU SOLVING? WHAT WILL YOUR PRODUCT D0?
WHO ARE YOUR CUSTOMERS? DO YOU HAVE PROOF OF CONCEPT?
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF YOUR INVENTION? CHECK YOUR FACTS!

Know all about the industry you are inventing in. Know what your product does for the
customer. Know all its features and benefits. Be careful when you select the ones you
will use. Seek out the WOW factor. Be able to answer all questions that may be asked.

Believe in what your product can do or does but let it go if you must; maybe its time
has not yet come or you need to move on? Prototypes can help you solve design and
invention problems. Look for the best solutions.
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