
The story of ‘Under’, Europe first underwater restaurant 
 

The ingenuity of mankind is boundless and what more exquisite an example of this than the undersea 

restaurant that opened at the southern-most point along the rocky and sea-angry North Atlantic 

Norwegian coastline. Here, sea storms from the north and the south meet and the area hosts an 

abundant, flourishing and diverse marine life. 
 

Just imagine. Someone sat there one day watching the icy waves bashing against the recalcitrant 

rocks and said “Hey, let’s 

be different, let’s build an 

undersea restaurant here – 

don’t you think that’s a 

great idea?”  
 

Well this idea came to 

fruition and earlier this 

year in March, Europe’s 

first underwater restaurant 

called ‘Under’ opened in 

the town of Baaly in 

Norway. 
 

On three levels, ‘Under’ 

can host up to 100 people 

though only 40 in the 

restaurant; there is a 

champagne bar on the mezzanine level. One hears that there is a more-than-8-month-waiting list to 

get in to have ‘an immersive gastronomic experience’ and eat fancy locally-sourced seafood. If you 

got in now you would pay around R6,500 per guest for this pleasure. Diners are seated close to an 

eleven-metre wide window that offers a panoramic view of the passing display of rare and fascinating 

sea creatures. Interesting. 
 

How many innovations and discoveries were made during the process of building this structure? What 

problems were encountered and how were they solved? How were well-known and well-established 

systems of construction and use of materials stretched to accommodate the brief? However it was 

done (see below), it must have taken a lively imagination to dream up such an ambitious project for 

this site and a multi-faceted team of experts to build it. 
 

An interview with Rune Grasdal, the lead architect from the architectural firm Snoehetta would be 

thought-provoking. He calls it a “sunken periscope” but notes that the space has been designed so 

that patrons would not feel claustrophobic. He said to CNN “It should be an exciting experience but 

people should also feel secure and well when sitting down there.” 
 

The 500m2 building is half submerged and rests five and a half metres down on the seabed. The 

concrete walls are a metre thick as is the acrylic viewing window all of which was engineered to 

withstand the pressure of the ocean waves. 
 

Inger Marie Grini and Bo Bedre Norge describe how it was done. 
 

“Under was built on a barge as a concrete tube shell twenty meters from the site. The windows were 

installed prior to the submersion. During submersion, the structure floated on its own and was delicately 

moved to its final location by a separate crane and tugboats. Following the submersion, structural work 

was completed, and the building was bolted to a concrete slab anchored to the bedrock beneath 

the seabed. In order to ensure a proper connection to the bolts on the concrete slab, the construction 

team filled the structure with water to make it sink. After ensuring that all bolts were fully tightened, the 

water was drained away, allowing the interior work to begin. 
 



The sophisticated lighting system inside carefully minimizes the reflectivity of the vista window and 

maximizes the view of sea life outside the restaurant. 380 LED lamps have been installed on the ceiling 

panels, illuminating the dining area with subtle yet pointed light. The light can be adjusted easily to 

respond to differing light conditions inside and outside the building. The seabed outside is lit up with 

artificial lighting during the dark hours, in order to attract fish.” 
 

The building will also serve as a fully functional marine biology and bio-diversity study centre. The 

photographs below by Ivar Kvaal (perspective from the architects) offer an overview of this amazing 

architectural feat. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

There are other underwater restaurants in the world but they are mainly in tropical waters – Maldives, 

Florida, and Fiji for instance, but we have one here in Durban! The Cargo Hold at the uShaka Marine 

World has been designed as a hull of a ship that has been partially submerged into the sea and if you 

are lucky enough to have a choice, you can sit on one side with a fine ocean view or on another for 

an underwater view. Going to Durban soon? 
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