
Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Confucius, Horace, Robert Kennedy, Thomas Watson, Victor Hugo and many more 

know what failure and disappointment meant to them… 

1 

 
“Do or do not. 

There is no try.” 

Yoda 

 

 

2 “I am not 

discouraged 

because every 

wrong attempt 

discarded is 

another step 

forward.” 

Thomas A. 

Edison 

3 
 “Do not 

fear 

mistakes. 

There are 

one.” 

 Miles Davis 

 

4 
 “Our 

greatest 

glory lies not 

in never 

falling but in 

rising every 

time we fall.” 

Confucius 

5  

 
“Sit, walk or 

run but don’t 

wobble.” 

Zen Wisdom 

 

 

6 
 “Never 

confuse a 

single defeat 

with a final 

defeat.”  

Scott 

Fitzgerald 

7 
 “You may be 

disappointed if 

you fail but 

you are 

doomed if you 

don’t try.”  

Beverley Sills 
 

8  
“I failed my 

way to 

success.” 

Thomas A. 

Edison 
 

9 
 “Only those 

who dare to 

fail greatly can 

ever achieve 

greatly.”  

John F. 

Kennedy 

10 “If your 

life is free of 

failures, 

you’re ot 

taking 

enough 

risks.”  

H. Jackson 

Brown 

11  

 
“Adversity 

reveals 

genius, 

wealth 

conceals it.” 

Horace 
 

12  

 
“Failure is 

success if we 

learn from it.” 

Malcolm 

Forbes 

 

13 

 
 “Act as if it 

were 

impossible to 

fail.”  

Dorothea 

Brande 

 

14 
 “The season of 

failure is the 

best time for 

sowing the 

seeds of 

success.” 

Yogananda 

15  

 
Stumbling is 

not falling. 

Portuguese 

Proverb 

 

16  

 
“99% of 

success is built 

on failure.” 

Chares 

Kettering 

 

 

 

 

 

17 “You 

can’t solve 

a problem 

on the same 

level that it 

was 

created. 

You have to 

rise above it 

to the next 

level.” 

Albert 

Einstein 

18 
 “I have not 

failed once. 

I have just 

found  

10 000 ways 

that don’t 

work.” 

Thomas A 

Edison 

19 
 “The only 

way to 

succeed is to 

double your 

failure rate.” 
 

Thomas 

Watson 

Founder of 

IBM 

 

 

20 “You 

may have a 

fresh start 

any moment 

you choose, 

for ‘failure’ is 

not the 

falling down 

but the 

staying 

down.” Mary 

Pickford 

21  

 
“Failure is only 

the 

opportunity to 

begin again 

more 

intelligently.” 

Henry Ford 

 

 

 

22 
 We are not 

retreating – we 

are advancing 

in another 

direction. 

Douglas 

MacArthur. 

23 
  

Fall seven 

times, stand 

up eight. 

Japanese 

Proverb. 

 

 

 

24 “An 

inventor 

treats his 

‘failures’ 

simply as 

practice 

shots.” 

Charles 

Kettering. 

25  
 

“Failure isn’t 

fatal, but 

failure to 

change 

might be.” 

John 

Wooden 

 

26  

 
“Everything 

you want is 

on the other 

side of fear.” 

Jack Canfield 

 

 

 

27  
 

“Giving up is 

the only sure 

way to fail.” 

Gina 

Showalter 

 

 

 

28 “There’s ny 

one thing 

stronger than 

all the armies 

of the world: 

and that is an 

idea whose 

time has 

come.” 

Victor Hugo 

29  

 
“Imagination is 

more 

important than 

knowledge.”  

Albert Einstein. 

30  
“If you go to 

your grave 

without 

painting your 

masterpiece, It 

will not get 

painted. No-

one else can 

paint it.” 

Gordon 

MacKenzie 

31  

 
“I’m looking 

for people 

with an 

infinite 

capacity to 

not know 

what can’t 

be done.” 

Henry Ford 

Failure Is Not What You Think It Is 
An inventor’s road meanders and is testing. Don’t 

let the rocks in the way beat you … it can take 

years to reach your dream, so decide now to finish 

your race. Think about what the greats had to say. 
 

Throw dice, pin the tail on the donkey, spin a pencil 

or follow the days of the month – USE this board to 

inspire  you when your times get tough.  
 

Wander around the III website too. 

 


